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Brazilian Portuguese Crosswords for Beginners (A2) is a 

practical, motivating vocabulary builder for English (US) 

speakers who want real progress without wading through a 

heavy textbook. It turns vocabulary learning into a habit you 

can keep: short, satisfying crosswords that train recall, spelling, 

and confidence—one grid at a time. 

This is not a grammar manual. It is a focused vocabulary 

workout designed to help you recognize and retrieve the words 

you need for everyday communication. At A2, you start to 

handle simple, routine situations more comfortably, and your 

vocabulary expands so you can describe more, understand 

more, and express yourself with less effort. These crosswords 

are built to support that jump. 

What you will get inside 

• A full collection of 80 A2-level Brazilian Portuguese 

crosswords for consistent practice 

• A carefully selected vocabulary base of 1,200 

lemmas designed for A2 progression 

• Repetition and recycling across puzzles to improve long-

term memory 

• Ongoing practice with Brazilian Portuguese spelling 

patterns and accents (including ç, ã, õ) 

Balanced everyday topics across the whole book 

The vocabulary set spans the core A2 topic areas (people, 

home, food, time, places, daily routines and more). These topics 

are distributed throughout the book rather than separated into 

strict themed sections, giving you balanced exposure across all 

crosswords. This approach also solves a common beginner 

problem: real vocabulary does not always fit neatly into one 

topic, yet you still need it to communicate. By meeting words 

repeatedly in varied puzzle contexts, you build recall that 

transfers into real reading, writing, and speaking. 



 

Why crosswords work for language learning 

Many resources help you recognize a word when you see it. Far 

fewer help you retrieve it when you need it. Crosswords do 

exactly that: they force active recall. Every time you pull a word 

from memory and spell it correctly, you strengthen the mental 

connection that makes vocabulary usable. 

 

Built for learners and designed for clean grids 

This A2 vocabulary was collated using a structured approach: 

Brazilian Portuguese frequency data was used to prioritize 

practical, everyday words, and then entries were normalized to 

dictionary headwords to keep them learner-friendly. To improve 

puzzle quality and learning value, words under three characters 

were excluded, obvious English look-alikes were filtered out so 

you focus on genuinely useful new Portuguese vocabulary, and 

all profanity and classroom-inappropriate terms were removed. 

The supporting English text is written in US English for clarity 

and consistency. 

Where A2 fits in your learning path 

This book supports the CEFR A2 stage (Common European 

Framework of Reference), a widely used international scale for 

language ability. In the United States, many learners also 

recognize the ACTFL scale; A2 typically overlaps the early 

“Intermediate” range, depending on skill. Most importantly, A2 

is the level where your Portuguese starts to feel more 

functional: you can do more with the language, and your 

progress becomes more noticeable. This A2 volume is designed 

to build the vocabulary foundation that makes the move toward 

independent use at B1 much easier. 

Brazil’s official Portuguese proficiency exam for foreigners is 

CELPE-Bras, which certifies from intermediate levels upward. 

While A1 and A2 are best viewed as stepping stones rather than 

certification targets, they matter because they build the 

vocabulary control and spelling accuracy you need before 

intermediate exam readiness becomes realistic. 

 

 


